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DRURY LANE. 
SHERIDAN KNOWLES’S NEW PLAY. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 29, 1843. 


Monday.—The Secretary, and Fortunio. | 


Tuesday.—Sappho, and Fortunio. 
Wednesday.—No performance. 
Thursday.—Sappho, and Fortunio. 


Saturday.—Sappho, and Fortunio, 


[Price 1 


—The Secretary. The piece is not 
of an original character, for the plot 
is taken from Mr, James’s novel of 
The King’s Highway; and, al- 
though on witnessing it we thought 
it more fitted for the closet than the 


ne te ees 


| elocution of the stage, we must ad- 
| mit there are scenes that are occa- 
Friday.—The Secretary, and Fortunio, | : |, al 
| beauty and that startle with their vi- 


vid realities and effects, 


From the first introduction of the | 


fine plays of Virginius and William 
Tell, the works of Sheridan Knowles 
have ever been received with great 
favour by the public. The homeli- 
ness of his style, the simplicity of 
his eloquence, and the fervid truth 
of his natural pictures, have ever 
secured him the affections of the 
public ; and so well does the drama- 
tic poet stand with his audience that 
on all occasions his appearance be- 
fore them is in the relation both of 
afriend and benefactor. This was the 
case on Monday last, for nothing 
could be more triumphant than the 
reception given to his last new work 


| 
| 
| 


sionally fraught with grandeur and 


In _ the 
course of its acting this impression 
was intensely felt by the audience, 
for their applause was bestowed to 
an immeasurable extent, and not a 
point of the fine fervid sentiment 
with which the play abounds was 
thrown away. Inaword, wedo not 
calculate that The Secretary will ever 
become an especial public favourite, 
or an undying popular stock-piece ; 
but it is the clever adaptation of a 
great and gifted genius, is not de- 
ficient in situations of interests, nor 
of those sterling qualities of honest- 
heartedness and humanity, which so 
prominently mark and distinguish 
all the dramatic works of Sheridan 
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Knowles, The cast of the play was 
in its leading characters thus admir- 
ably distributed :— 


Wylton Brown........ Mr. Anderson. 
Colonel Green .....++. Mr. Macready. 
Earl of Byerdale....-. « Mr. Phelps. 

Lord Sherbrooke....,. - Mr. Hudson. 

Lady Laura Gavestone. Miss Helen Faucit. 


The plot from the novel is very 
closely followed. Wylton, the secre- 


tary, is in the service of Lord Byer- | 
dale, and has conceived a passion , 
for Lady Laura Gavestone, to whom | 


he had rendered a service in a mo- 


ment of peril, and who, unknown | 


to him, returns his affection. Lord 
Sherbrooke, the son of Lord Byer- 
dale, has been destined to be the 
husband of the Lady Laura, but be- 
ing the friend of Wylton, and enter- 
taining no especial preference for the 
lady, consents to forego his claim 
and even to advance the cause of her 
humble lover. Accomplishing an 
interview for him, the modesty of 
Wylton will not allow him to speak ; 
but the lady, with fewer scruples, 
does not hesitate, after a proper ex- 
hibition of timidity and doubt as to 
the propriety of her conduct, to ex- 
lain herself so fully as to leave the 
wildered secretary no alternative 
but the happy one of responding to 
heras she could wish. The Duke of 
Gavestone, the father of the lady, 
comes in at this juncture, but ex- 
presses only a well-bred surprise at 
the frankness of his daughter; and 
after pointing out in stately terms to 
the secretary the difference of their 
relation as to rank, withdraws his 
child, but not until she has bold! 
announced her love and her determi- 
nation to abide by it, It appears 
then that Lord Byerdale is a political 
foe of the Duke, and that in conse- 
quence of the difficulties which pre- 
sent themselves as to the marriage 
of his son with the Lady Laura, he 
has concerted a deep scheme of vil- 
lany to triumph over his enemy, by 
denouncing him as a conspirator 


a 
e 





| sarcastic, 





ainst William of Nassau, and by | 
ecting a union between the lady | 


and Wylton, as the only condition 
of his ultimate safety, intending to 
inform the proud and_ aristocratic 
Duke, the moment after the mar- 
riage, that the dependant Wylton is 
a gentleman but of illegitimate birth, 
which he believes will mortify the 
haughty Duke to desperation. This 
notable plan is frustrated by a 
Colonel Green, who accomplishes 
the Duke’s liberation, after his ar- 
rest, without the humiliating con- 
ditions annexed to it; and the chi- 
valric Wylton, ascertaining at that 
moment the degrading circumstances 
of his birth, absolves the Duke from 
the pledge he has given as to con- 
senting to the marriage of his 
daughter with him. The mysteri- 
ous Colonel Green, who is a blunt, 
hard-spoken man, at length turns 
out to be a proscribed brother of 
Lord Byerdale, and the unseen 
guardian Wyiton, who, in a touch- 
ing interview, is disclosed to be the 
son of an elder brother, and not, as 
assumed, illegitimate in birth. The 
Duke therefore can have no objec- 
tion to the marriage of his daughter 
with the secretary; and as the lat- 
ter’s honour is thus satisfactorily 
appeased by the disclosure of his 
ae and the discomfiture of 

is plotting uncle, Lord Byerdale, 
there is nothing more to do but to 
marry the young couple and to drop 
the curtain. 

The quaintness of Sheridan’s hu- 
mour was beautifully developed in 
the character sustained by Hudson, 
who played it to perfection. The 
wit of Sherbrooke has a dash of 
fine philosophical experience in it. 
Smart truths are in it, not the less 
amusing because they are bitter and 
He says— 

“ Few wisely live. 

The wise man, Sir, is the anomaly !’’ 
Again :— 

“ Fathers do not settle marriage brawls; 
A pity, then, they settle marriages; 
Better their children.—Then complain the 


less [{themselves.”’ 
When, for theircares, they have to thank 


Miss Faucit played her character 
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with brilliant effect. The language 
she is made to utter, and her defence 
of herself and her affections were 
master pieces of tender and beguil- 
ing sophistry. Mr. Macready as 
Colonel Green blurted out his na- 
ked and unpalatable truths with a 
Pierre-like breadth and manly bear- 
ing, in admirable keeping with his 
rough soldier-like aspect. His scene 
with the conspirators was played 
with great dignity and power, and 
drew down echoes of enthusiastic 
applause. Anderson as the lover, 
Wylton, was extremely effective in 
one or two situations which demand- 
ed an unusual degree of energy. 
The Secretary was completely suc- 
cessful, not a dissentient voice be- 
ing heard, and its repetition has 
been greeted by good and crowded 
houses. Miss Clara Novello and 
Mrs. Alfred Shaw in Pacini’s opera 
of Sappho on three nights of the 
week, continue to delight brilliant 
audiences; while the entertainments 
are nightly terminated by the “‘ East- 
er absurdity and fairy extravaganza,” 
Fortunio, who has firmly establish- 
ed his claims on the support of the 
town, and is universally proclaimed 
to be the recherché, piquant, and 
élite of the Easter novelties. Mr. 
Planché has deservedly won high 
fame—for he has contributed more 
fun in the Easter holidays by his 
parodies, puns, bustle, and spirit, 
than was ever before witnessed in 
any Easter afterpiece. Miss Horton, 
as the veritable miniature knight is 
graceful beyond description, — her 
dress becoming, and her singing 
charming throughout. Only hear 
her parody on “ row gently here, my 
gondolier :”— 
“ Now rest thee here, 
My father dear, 
ush! hush! for up 1 go 
To puta light 
Silk pair of tight 
Etcet’ras on below ! 
Oh! if I look, in male attire, 
But half as well as he 


I saw one night dance on the wire 
What an angel I shall be!” 


Or hear Hudson as king Alfourite, 





who expresses his philosophy in an 
operatic effort, of which the follow- 
ing is a fragment :— 

“Oh, the days that we got tipsy ina | time 


ago, now; 
Were certainly the jolliest a man could ever 
We drank champagne from glasses long, and 

hock from glasses green, be seen ; 
And nothing like a cup of tea was ever to 
All night we pass’d the wine, nor dream’d of 

hyson or pekoe, {ago.”” 
In the days that we got tipsy in—~a long time 

Nothing can exceed the fun, pun, 
merriment, and spirit of Fortunio— 
facetiousness, whim, wit, and humor 
pervade its dialogue from first to 
last, and nothing can be happier or 
more adapted to drive away the “ blue 
devils’ or dissipate “ dull care.’ 
We would have the whole world see 
it—it would truly be the better and . 
wiser. 





COVENT GARDEN. 

Monday.—Sonnambula, La Sylphide and 
John of Paris, 

Tuesday.—No Performance, 

Wednesday. — Norma, and Charles the 
Second. 

Thursday.—La Sonnambula, and Sylph- 
ide, 

Friday.—Norma, and La Sylphide. 

Saturday.—A Popular Opera. 


Tuis temple of the muses was open- 
ed on Monday evening for what the 
manager terms the summer season. 
The performances commenced with 
the opera of La Sonnambula. Ma- 
dame Garcia, from the Prineess’s the- 
atre, was the prima donna of the 
evening ; we have before spoken of 
this lady as a singer, and can only 
repeat that she has considerable pow- 
ers of execution, and cannot fail to 
please her hearers. Harrison was in 
ood voice, and was well su 
3 Leffler. The ballet of La Sylph- 
ide was very well got up, and the 
dancing of Gilbert and Miss Ballin 
was a treat indeed. The farce of 
John of Paris concluded the éven- 
ing’s entertainment. Harley was as 
amusing as ever, and the house was 
moderately attended. 
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HAYMARKET. 


Tue old comedies have been played 
here this week in a most effective 
manner, among which was the Road 
to Ruin. The cast we may consider 
nearly complete, although we can 
never forget poor Elliston in young 
Dornton ; Holl plays the part very 
respectably, but he wants feeling in 
the sentimental portions of the cha- 
racter, and ease in the lighter por- 
tions ; we are of opinion that if Mr. 
Howe would turn his attention to this 
style of acting, he would be found 
to succeed. Julia Bennett is a very 
promising young actress, and bids 
fair to become a favourite—in time, 
with care and study. The lighting 
of the theatre with Gas is a decided 
advantage, but we observe from the 
pit the footlights are too high—we 
cannot see the feet of the actors un- 
less they are atthe extremity of the 
stage. 

Princrss’s.—Rossini’s opera of Tan- 
credi has been nightly represented 
at this theatre since the commence- 
ment of the Easter festival, and the 
acting and singing of Miss Flower, 
whose débfit we noticed in our last 
journal have continued to draw some 
of the best musical audiences, with 
some stray frequenters of the opera 
itself. This is as it should be, for 
the part of Miss Flower was a 
bold one, and we rejoice that it was 
successful, We nevertheless cannot 
compliment the manager on the judg- 
ment he has displayed in selecting an 
opera so ill adapted to the taste of 
an English audience; he might have 
chosen many compositions in which 
the rich contralto voice of Miss 
Flower would be heard to advantage, 
and therefore it is to be regretted 
that a vocalist of such great promise 
should not be placed in a more fa- 
vourable position. Belton, the new 
tenor, requires more confidence,— 
this he will necessarily gain as he be- 


comes better acquainted with the | 











immense quantity of laughter still 
continues to be excited by Messrs, 
Wright, Bedford, and Oxberry who 
transform themselves into the three 
Graces, and the audiences are kept 
in good humour from the beginning 
to the end of the chapter. 

All lovers of opera with ourselves 
will hail the re-appearance of Ma- 
dame Albertazzi in her native isle 
once more with heartfelt and earnest 
satisfaction. She will appear at this 
theatre next week in Donizetti’s ope- 
ra of the Elisir d’Amore. 

Enexish Opera.—The little com- 
pany here are exerting themselves in 
a very laudable manner; some of 
the favourite melo-dramas have been 
revived and very well played. The 
son of the late John Emery is a cle- 
ver young man, and we doubt not 
with perseverance he will get forward. 
Mrs. Waylett sings as sweetly as 
ever, and is the only star that shines 
with any brilliancy here, but she is 
in an atmosphere not altogether equal 
to her deserts. 

AstLey’s.—A second visit to Ast- 
ley’s, (for by this name the equestri- 
an arena in the Westminster Road 
will ever be distinguished) has con- 
firmed our impressions as to the en- 
tertainment there offered to the pub- 
lic. The splendid spectacle of the 
Affghan Wars has lost nothing of 
its attractions by a judicious curtail- 
ment, and bids fair long to draw a 
crowded and delighted house. The 
celebrities of the circus continue to 
call forth as heretofore the most un- 
equivocal marks of wonderment, 
and during the present week, the au- 
diences have been sent home in high 
glee with the farce of the Two Gre- 
gories. Where praise is so justly due 
to all, it is somewhat invidious to 
select for commendation any parti- 
cular performer ; but we cannot help 
noticing as especial favourites Mr. 
and Mrs, Robert Power, whose suc- 
cessful debut we announced last week. 


_ R. Power is an excellent comic actor, 


usages of the metropolitan stage. An — 


and is ably supported by his pretty 
and graceful spouse, whose style of 
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giving the “* Alpine Maid” and other | 


songs nightly brings down vocifer- 
ous applause, 

Surrey.—The Easter pieces at this 
establishment, as would be gleaned 
from our brief remarks last week, do 
not partake much of the usual holi- 
day amusements, but the dramas are 
new and highly effective, and taken 
in connexion with the splendid ap- 
pearance of the house with its new 
and chaste decorations, the summer 
season may be said to have commen- 
ced with spirit, The changes in the 
company, too, are much to be com- 
mended, the vociferous and incom- 
prehensible Hicks having taken his 
departure, and his place being sup- 
plied by Mr. Johnson, formerly of 
these boards (a very excellent actor) 
with the addition of Mr. S. Vale, 
who in Mr. Osbaldistone’s manage- 
ment was the favourite low comedian. 
Weare happy to add here that Vale 
has lost none of his comic humour, 
and that he is as hale afid hearty as 
ever. In addition to the new drama 
of Blood Royal, (founded on the 
stealing of the Crown and jewels by 
Colonel Blood) Wilks’s, farce of 
Sudden Thoughts, the Banjo player, 
and the interesting melo-drama of 
Paquita, Mr. Harvey’s talent has a- 
gain been called into requisition this 
week, in the re-production of Un 
Nuit de Bal; in which some excel- 
lent figures are introduced by Mr. 
Harvey, Mrs. Sharpe, Miss Fairbro- 
ther and Master G. Maskell;—the 
latter being particularly effective in 
a comic pas. We are sorry to say 
the house was not so full as we could 
have desired at the commencement 
of the week. 

Victor1a.—The Easter spectacle 
at this house is a very gorgeous one, 
founded on an Eastern tale, and call- 
ed Thalaba, the Destroyer. The 
scenic effects are on a most liberal 
scale, and the various groupings 
among the immortals, and the fun 
amongst the mortals speak highly 
for the success of the management. 
The ** new” domestic drama, called 
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Grace Huntley, with which the Eas- 
ter productions commenced, though 
highly adapted to the peculigr talent 
of the company, and from the never 
failing interest of the subject likely 
to draw, ought not to have been de- 
signated as new, for the incidents 
are very similar to those of a drama 
of the same name produced some 
eight or nine years ago at the Adel- 
phi; and they are taken from a tale 
which appeared in one of the annuals 
by Mrs. C. Hall. The hero and he- 
roine are played most effectively by 
Mr. Saville and Miss Vincent ; and 
the comic parts are admirable in the 
hands of Paul and Gardner. A 
bustling drama, called The Attack 
of the Pass, has also been favoura- 
bly received. 

Axsert Satoon.—Now is the sea- 
son for the visitors of this delightful 
establishment to enjoy the various 
entertainments produced by the ac- 
tive proprietor. Here we can rusti- 
cate and wander about the Garden, 
having some pleasing object which 
is constantly meeting the eye, and 
which gives a relief to the mind; 
the student may here take his volume 
and peruse it without the least incon- 
venience; and when the evening 
closes, retire to the saloon, where he 
may hear an excellent concert, see 
several melo-dramas, ballets, and 
other entertainments for the trifling 
charge of sixpence. Who would be 
without amusement when it is to be 
had at so moderate a price? 

An entirely new spectacle has been 
produced, called ‘ Zanoni,” from a 
work of that name by Bulwer. We 
hear it was — by Mr. “yen 
mery, and it does him much credit. 
The heroine, Mrs. Ismay, is a sort 
of brigand chief, and admirably she 
plays it, indeed the actors generally 
are seen to much advantage, and their 
exertions are most eminently success- 
ful. 


BATTY, THE EQUESTRIAN. 
Few persons have earnt a competen- 
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cy, in spite of Fortune’s frowns, 
more quickly, or deservedly, than 
the present Mr. Batty. He, whena 
lad, was one of the juvenile per- 
formers attached to Cooke’s travel- 
ling circus, where his attention and 
good conduct elevated him to the 
rank of clown; in this capacity he 
unfortunately did not please, and 
during a visit to Wisbeach, in Cam- 
bridgeshire, was discharged. For a 
time he lingered about the town, 
each day casting a gloomier aspect 
on his prospects; at last, a good 
natured publican took him by the 
hand,—gave him a donkey and a 
dog, whose playful propensities had 
gained them no little notoriety ; with 
these, an old trumpet, and a trifle 
in money, he began his career—the 
streets or fields his theatre — his 
prices of admission, voluntary con- 
tributions of the spectators. When 
he next visited the above town, /iim- 
self, the trumpet, the donkey (a 
white one), and his dog, formed the 
entire of his company. His second 
visit, to the astonishment of all, 
found two horses and a boy clown 
added to his circus, and each suc- 
ceeding visit shewed his advance in 
Fortune’s favour, until his present 
unrivalled company and ample 
means, exhibit a just reward for 
perseverance, industry, and a strict 
attention to all the duties of a man. 





ACCIDENT AT THE READING 
THEATRE. 


On Wednesday week, a shocking ac- 
cident occurred at the Reading The- 
atre to Mr. Richard Harrington, an 
actor of considerable celebrity, 
whose life, we regret exceedingly to 
state, will be probably sacrificed by 
the event. It appears that Mr. Har- 
rington, who was engaged by the 
manager for a few nights only, and 
who has but recently returned from 
America, was acting the hero in 
“ the Pilot,” and while in the act of 
drawing a pistol from his belt, it 
suddenly exploded, the wadding en- 


tering his right side; the poor fel- 


| low fell upon the stage, appareutly 





suffering from the wound he had re- 
ceived, and in an instant the drop 
scene was lowered and the perform- 
ance brought to a close. The con- 
sternation created by this alarming 
occurrence in all parts of the house, 
was most intense, whilst the shrieks 
of the females added an indeserib- 
able awe to the scene. He was re- 
moved to the hospital, to which he 
was accompanied by his fellow act- 
ors, and a large concourse of per- 
sons—the former manifesting the 
most impatient anxiety to learn the 
fate of their respected colleague, 
Throughout that evening and the 
subsequent day, his medical attend- 
ants entertained but slight hope of 
his recovery; he, however, passed 
a better night on Thursday, and his 
present condition, we are pleased to 
add (from recent enquiry) is not 
hopeless, though extremely precari- 
ous. Mr. Harrington is a man of 
great talent, and high respectabili- 
ty; his wife arrived in Reading, 
from London, the following day, 
but was not for some days permitted 
to see him In the theatre, at the 
time of the calamity, were his two 
sons, who have been for some time 
at a boarding school in Reading, 
and who were there for the first 
time, beholding their father in his 
professional capacity. Mr, Barnett 
closed the theatre for the remainder 
of the week. 





STATE OF DRAMATIC LAW. 


Ar the present crisis, the state of 
the law in regard to theatrical mat- 
ters demands the correction of our 
legislature; and we trust that the 
zealous and spirited friends of the 
drama, Mr. Thomas Duncombe, 
Lord Mahon, and other zealous 





advocates of its rights, will not 
suffer the present season to pass a- 
way without an effort to rescue the 
stage from difficulties that are so 
fraught with danger to its vital inte- 
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rests. In a recent number of our 
journal we referred to the views of 
a talented cotemporary in which we 
fully concurred, and the importance 
of agitating for the repeal of so ty- 
rannous a power is shown in anoth- 
er outbreak of its destructive spirit 
during the past week at Liverpool. 
The circumstances were as follows; 
—Another of these prosecutions for 
performing at unlicensed places of 
amusement which have been of such 
constant occurrence in Liverpool, 
was heard before Mr. Rushton, sti- 
pendiary magistrate, in that town, 
on Saturday last. It was brought 
by the proprietors of the Theatre 
Royal, of which theatre W.J. Ham- 
mond is the lessee, against Signor 
Hillier, the manager of Ducrow’s 
Equestrian Company, for having 
produced the spectacle of the 
“‘ Horse of Rialto ” at the Amphi- 
theatre on the preceding Monday 
without authority from the Lord 
Chamberlain, and contrary to the 
provisions of the statute, the 10th 
of George II. s. 2. Mr. Wilkins 
appeared for the defendant. Mr, 
Robert Clarke, formerly lessee of 
the Theatre Royal, was the princi- 
a witness in support of the case, 
te deposed that he went to the Am- 
a meme on the night in question, 
aving paid 2s. 6d. for his admission 
to the boxes, and that he saw the 
spectacle of the “ Horse of the Rial- 
to,” which, in the words of the 
statute, he considered “ a play and 
entertainment of the stage.” Mr. 
Wilkins addressed the Court for the 
defence, and contended that the fre- 
quency of the present prosecutions 
had almost banished the theatrical 
taste of the town, and rendered the 
Theatre Royal a losing concern. 
Mr. Rushton convicted the defen- 
dant in the nominal penalty of 20s., 
and suggested the propriety of hav- 
ing some arrangements come to be- 
tween parties to prevent those annoy- 
ances, 

The analogous case at Leicester, 
which we noticed last week, and the 
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repetition of such procedures in the 
provincial circuit, all combine to 
compel a repeal of the obnoxious 
statute above referred to, 





Chit Chat. 


We have heard from a most indubitable 
source, that Madame Vestris is about to 
become Lessee of the English Opera, and 
that she is supported by a person of large 
property. ‘The house is to open at Whit- 
suntide. 


Mrs. Wood, late Miss Paton, has re- 
nounced the York convent, and returned 
to her family ;—which she ought never to 
have left. 


Balfe's new opera was performed for the 
first time at Paris last week with immense 
success, 


Mr. Vale's return to the Surrey, the 
seene for many years past of his unrivall- 
ed celebrity as Spiderlimb ; and for sing- 
ing the Good old days of Adam and Eve, 
has been nightly hailed with roars of sat- 
isfaction and delight. We congratulate 
the comic veteran on his new reign. 


Grisi is a niece of Grassini, the cele- 
brated contralto; and is now in her 32nd 
year, having been born at Milan on the 
28th of July, 1811. Her father held an 

pointment under the existing kingdom 
of Italy. At the age of eleven she was 

laced in a convent at Florence, where 
sone education commenced, 


Persiani is the daughter of the cele- 
brated tenor Gachinardi, equally famous 
for his excellent voice and his exceeding 
ugliness. On the stage, she looks older 
than she is, and she owes to her personal 
appearance but little of the favour with 
which she has invariably been received. 
The husband of Persiani is a composer 
whose music is not very generally known. 


The Theatre at Nottingham is taken by 
Mr. Savill, the lessee of the Brighton 
Theatre; he has selected a most respect- 
able company, and we hear the theatre 
will open on the 8th of May. 


Garrick bade adieu to acting in the year 
1776, when he performed Don Felix in 
the comedy of the Wonder for the fund 
of the decayed actors. 

The first company of Italian comedians 
denominated Gelosi, commenced their 
performances at the Hotel de Bourbon, 
in Paris, on a Sunday, under the patron- 
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age of Henry the Third, and such was 
their popularity, that the united congre- 
gations of four of the most popular preach- 
ers could not equal the audience which 
they drew together. 

Wheu the Royal Circus or Surrey The- 
atre opened for the first season after its 
being rebuilt in 1806, the prices of ad- 
mission were four shillings to the Boxes, 
two to the Pit, and one to the Gallery. 
The money taken at the doors for the 21 
weeks commencing Easter Monday, April 
7th, amounted to £10,358 10s. 9d., being 
at the average of £493 per week. The 
yearly rent paid for the fir-t seven years, 
was £2310; these might be termed truly 
prosperous days. 

During the late war, Admiral Sir Isaac 
Coffin, who had some time since inveut- 
ed an apparatus for catching mackarel, 
made a visit to Dartmoor prison, for the 
purpose of releasing from captivity all 
the American prisoners who bore the 
name of Coffin, and might be supposed 
to be of his family. After a number had 
been liberated, a negro presented himself, 
and claimed his liberty by the same title. 
‘ Ah,’ said the Admiral, ¢ you a Coffin, 
too?’ * Yes, massa.’ ‘* How old are 
you?’ * Methirty year, massa.’ ‘ Well, 
then, you are not one of the Coffins, for 
they never turn black until they are forty.” 

One of the Dover stages, on its way to 
London, was stopped by a single high- 
wayman, who was informed by the coach- 
man there were no passengers inside, and 
only one in the basket, and he was a sail- 
or. Therobber then proceeded to exer- 
cise his employment on the tar; when 
waking him out of his sleep, Jack de- 
manded what he wanted, to which the 
son of plunder replied, ‘ Your money.’ 
* You shan't have it,’ said Jack. ‘No!’ 
replied the robber; ‘ then I'll blow your 
brains out.’ ‘ Blow away, then, you 
land lubber,’ cried Jack, squirting the 
tobacco-juice out of his mouth, ‘ I may 
as well go to London without brains as 
without money ; drive on, coachman.’ 

A laconic style is not confined to per- 
sons of genius, for it is on record, that 
Humphreys, the celebrated boxer, after 
he had conquered Mendoza the Jew, wrote 
to a friend as follows :— 

Dear John, I’ve done the Jew. Yours, 
T. Humphreys, 
TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
J. Willis.—Mrs. Siddons left the stage in 1812 
not 1816. 





One of the Town.—Drury Lane was rebuilt 
in 1812. 

A new Subscriver.—Our nearest agent is 
Fawdon, Castle Street, Leicester Square; 
you will get the back numbers there. 

T. Snell.—We do not know the age of Mr- 
Bunn ; but do not think he has arrived at 
the age of sixty. 

R. H.—We understand the lady is within a 
few months of 45. 

A Constant Reader.—We never much ad. 
mired this gentleman’s acting ; we have 
observed no alteration in him of late. 


All communications for the Editor to be 
Sorwarded tothe Printer, post paid. 





ADVERTISEMENTS 


Standard Gardens, 
SHEPHERDESS WALK, CITY ROAD. 
H. Brading, Proprietor. 


— Splendid Gardens, which have 
been re-decorated in a most tasteful 
manner, are now thrown open tothe public. 
Theinterior of the Saloon has been beautified, 
& willbe found tohave a brilliant appearance, 
The splendid Fountains will be in full play. 
The Menagerie of beautiful Animals, The 
Waterfalls, Alcoves, Galleries, Promenades, 
&c. The whole illuminated by Thousands of 
Variegated Lamps, formed into various de- 
vices and Groupings; thus giving the idea of 
acomplete Fairy-land. The Performances 
will commence with an entirely New Spec- 
tacle, of intense interest, abounding with 
Splendid Scenery, Novel Effects, Terrific 
Combats, Startling Situations and Magni- 
ficent Dresses, entitled ZANONI, or the 
Female Brigand of Naples and the Italian 
Wife; from a popular work, written by SIR 
EDWARD LYTTON BULWER. The 
New Scenery by Mr. Beaumont.—Machin- 
ery by Mr, Rowe.—Properties by Mr. Abel. 
—Dresses by Mr. Shoard.—The Music com- 
posed and arranged by Mr. F. Boulland, 
Supported by the whole strength of the com- 
pany, and several established favourites, 
‘he Surprising Somersault Throwers will 
go through the whole of their wonderful per- 
formances; to which will be added an entire- 
ly New Farce. To conclude with the, New 

allet d’Action, entitled Frolics of Cupid, 
or, Cabbages and Roses. Simple Simon,Mr. 
Paul Herring. A splendid display of Fire- 
works will terminate the evening’s entertain- 
ments. Managing Director, Mr.T. JONES. 
Admission Sixpence. 
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